Merstham FC: History of the Club


In the early years of Merstham FC, matches were played on a pitch situated at the old Merstham Lime Works known as Limeworks Meadow without changing facilities – hedgerows had to suffice – until accommodation was offered in the nearby Jolliffe Arms.

By 1897 the club were founder members of the Redhill & District League and they were playing in the Redhill & District League Division Two in the 1905/06 season along with, amongst others, Redhill Gas Works, Holmethorpe, Whyteleafe and Bletchingley. It was not until the early 1920s that the club moved to its present location in Weldon Way.

The club’s first major success was winning the league in 1927 and in 1930 added the East Surrey Junior Cup to their trophy cabinet. 1935 and 1936 saw Merstham record a remarkable double by winning the Redhill League Premier Division in consecutive years; a record later repeated in the post World War II years of 1950 and 1951. It was at this time that the decision to apply for intermediate status was taken and Merstham FC was duly accepted into the Eastern Section of the Surrey Intermediate League, winning the title at their first attempt.

Major achievements were also in progress off the field and in 1960, the changing rooms and tearoom were constructed and training lights erected. This was followed some years later in 1974 by the construction of a small stand with a 90 seat capacity. The club gained senior status in 1964, joining the Surrey Senior League but in a fourteen year phase in the league Merstham managed to win the title only once, in 1971/72. In 1978 they joined the London Spartan League. In addition to coming third in the first two seasons, the club claimed the Surrey Senior Charity Cup and the London Spartan League Challenge Cup in the first season, adding the East Surrey Charities Cup the following year.

By the 1984/85 season travelling to Spartan League venues was proving too much of a resources drain and they applied to join the Combined Counties League, partly reformed from the Surrey Senior League.

1984 also saw the completion of the new clubhouse replacing the portable shelter that had been in use since 1975. 

Merstham were runners-up in the Combined Counties League in the 1987/88 season and the following year proved to be the club’s best season in senior football by reaching the fourth round of the FA Vase losing, to Billericay Town at home. They then won the Dan Air Class Elite Cup beating local rivals Chipstead 2-1 after extra time, a consolation as Chipstead had just pipped Merstham to the league title by a single point. 

The 1990/91 season saw the erection of floodlights at the ground and an official ‘Floodlight Opener’ against Crystal Palace.

Merstham's defence of the League Cup saw them again reach the final where this time they had to settle for the runners-up spot. The next few seasons saw Merstham settle for mid-table anonymity

The 1995/96 season brought some success to Merstham, finishing fourth in the League, but it was the reserves brought the silverware home in the form of the Reserve League Challenge Cup.

The FA Cup of 1996/97 saw, historically, Merstham’s biggest defeat when they crashed out in the 1st Qualifying Round at home to Aldershot Town 8-1. 

The 2000/01 season was Merstham's most successful for nearly a decade, reaching the 2nd Qualifying Round of the FA Cup, their best showing, and finishing eighth in the league.  

The 2002/03 season brought AFC Wimbledon into the league and their visit to Merstham attracted 1,582 fans, the club's record home attendance. Unfortunately the visitors won 2-0.

A successful application to the FA Stadia Fund enabled the club to build the new changing rooms and add a perimeter fence.

‘Silverware’ returned to Merstham in the 2004/05 season when they beat AFC Guildford (now Guildford City) 3-0 in the final of the Premier Challenge Cup held at Woking FC. 

The 2005/06 was their best all round season for twenty years; Beaten finalists in the Premier Challenge Cup and ESHCC and runners up in the Combined Counties Premier Division. Merstham’s regular goalkeeper Colin Harris kept an incredible 19 clean sheets in the league making him the league’s top ‘keeper.

However disappointment followed when they were denied promotion to the Ryman League because their stand was delivered two weeks late. 

Many of the players moved on during the close season and for the 2006/07 season manager, Mick Sullivan, had to form a new line up.

However, despite the upheaval in the club Merstham surpassed their ‘best all round season for twenty years’ again finishing second in the league but this time with the added bonus of winning the Premier Challenge Cup, beating North Greenford Utd 4-1. In the league they notched up 100 goals, nearly a quarter of which were scored by striker Kwabena Agyei. The Southern Combination Cup was shared between Merstham and Staines Lammas and Merstham also won the ESHCC against Redhill. All in all an excellent and record breaking season for the club and for manager Mick Sullivan  goes down as Merstham’s most successful manager to date. 


However, when many thought Merstham may have peaked, the 2007/08 season, Mick Sullivan’s seventh year in charge, brought the Club into a new era with a treble winning side, a fantastic run in the FA Vase and promotion to the Ryman sponsored Isthmian League South Division as they finally finished top of the league after two seasons as runners up. Despite losing on the opening day of the season away at Cove Merstham went on undefeated in the league for the rest of the season winning 35 times and drawing six for a total of 111 points and 114 goals. The dream of a Wembley final in the FA Vase fell short on the 1st March in the Quarter Final when they lost at home to Needham Market 2-3 in extra time in a game watched by a crowd of 841. Merstham successfully defended the Premier Challenge Cup but probably the icing on the cake came when Merstham were re-instated into Surrey Senior Cup after Tooting & Mitcham and Kingstonian were removed for fielding ineligible players. In the semi-final they were pitched against local rivals Redhill, who at Moatside where they won 4-3. The final was played at Imber Court, home of the Metropolitan Police FC, against Ryman League side Whyteleafe with Merstham winning 3-2 in extra time. 

2008/09 saw Merstham’s first season in the Ryman League Division One South; a good one, finishing a very creditable eighth place, narrowly missing out on a play-off position. Perhaps the biggest disappointment of the season was in the defence of their Surrey Senior Cup title where they went out to Conference side Woking in the semi-final. In May the club suffered the shock of Mick Sullivan leaving the club for rival Ryman side Leatherhead citing that ‘he had taken Merstham as far as he could and needed a new challenge’. Former Banstead Athletic manager Graeme Banyard was appointed as the new manager. Further ‘bad’ news was to follow as Michael Morgan, Chris Boulter, Kwabena Agyei and Mark Simmons announced that they would be joining Sullivan at Leatherhead and Gavin Gordon would be joining his former Crowborough Athletic boss at Worthing. 

Banyard found himself in a difficult position in his first season Merstham’s second season in the Ryman League as the exodus of players continued with only skipper Craig Vernon, winger David Smith and veteran goalkeeper Ian Chatfield staying at Moatside. It wasn’t until the last quarter of the season that the team really seemed to settle but unfortunately it was too late and Banyard’s aspirations for a play-off spot was over. 

Finishing nineteenth in the league and early exits from the FA and Surrey Senior cups made this a very disappointing season for the club. However the 2010/11 Season will be remembered mainly for the surprise resignation of Graeme Banyard, after 18 months at the helm, citing that the Merstham Board didn’t have the ambition to be a ‘Big Club’. Andy Martin, the Reserve Team coach was appointed as Caretaker Manager as Merstham slid towards possible relegation. Martin took over a demoralised side that visibly lacked fitness but managed, to keep the side in the Division despite being deducted a point.

At a Board meeting in late April Martin was offered and accepted the post of Manager for the 2011/12 season. On a brighter note, at the Ryman League’s AGM in June, Merstham were presented with the Fair Play Award for Division One South. 
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